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Investigating ocular movements of children during a facial emotion perception exercise.
Introduction
I am a postgraduate psychology student and I would like to invite your child to take part in the research project I am developing as part of the dissertation process. Before you decide you need to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve for your child. Please take the time to read the following information carefully and ask questions about anything you do not understand. Talk to others about the study if you wish. My work is being supervised by Dr Judith Gentle at the University of Surrey. If you have any questions, her contact details are given below.
What is the purpose of the study?
The purpose of the study is to investigate where children with and without Developmental Coordination Disorder (DCD) look when perceiving facial emotional expression and how successful they are at identifying facial emotion.
Why has your child been selected?
I am looking for children aged between 7 - 12 years to take part in the study.
Do they have to take part?
No, they don’t have to participate. There will be no adverse consequences in terms of their legal rights and care / treatment / employment status / education, if you decide you do not want your child to participate or they withdraw at a later stage. You can withdraw your child’s participation at any time. You can also request for your child’s data to be withdrawn until publication of the data without giving a reason and without prejudice.
What does the study involve?
Research will be conducted at the University of Surrey or at school, however alternative arrangements can be made if this is not feasible. Prior to the study, 3 short questionnaires must be completed by you and returned. These will take around 30 minutes to complete. During the study, your child will complete a short verbal test and a movement assessment. They will be shown pictures of adults with different facial expressions on a computer and then be asked to verbalise the word that best fits each facial expression, e.g. happy, sad, angry, and surprised, from a given list. An eye tracker is fitted to the computer so we can monitor where they are looking. Participants will also be asked to rate how confident they feel about their choice of word on a scale from 1 (not at all confident) to 5 (very confident). This test will last around 10 minutes. Finally, participants will complete the movement assessment and a short verbal intelligence test, which will last about 30 minutes. If your child has any neurodevelopmental diagnosis (such as ADHD, ASD or DCD) please make the researcher aware and if possible bring proof of diagnosis.
Will their responses be kept confidential?
Yes. Your details will be held in complete confidence and we will follow ethical and legal practice in relation to all study procedures. All information given will be anonymised and 
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personal data such as name and contact details will be handled in 
accordance with the UK Data Protection Act 1998. 
What are the possible disadvantages of taking part and what are the benefits?
There are no significant disadvantages or risks in taking part in this research. The research could lead to a greater understanding of how children recognise facial emotion, which will better inform professionals working with them.
What happens when the research study stops?
When the study stops, I will write up and analyse the results. This will then be assessed and potentially put forward for publication. Should you wish to access the findings from this work, please email myself or my supervisor using the details below after October 2018.
What if there is a problem?
Any complaint or concern about any aspect of the way you have been dealt with during the course of the study will be addressed: please contact Jessica Saunders, Principal Investigator at js01546@surrey.ac.uk, in the first instance, or Dr Judith Gentle at j.gentle@surrey.ac.uk. You may also contact Dr Paul Sowden, head of the School of Psychology at p.sowden@surrey.ac.uk.
Who is organising and funding the research?
This research is organised by myself, with the help of my supervisor and the University of Surrey. We have received no funding for this project and I have received a full DBS check.
Who has reviewed the study?
[bookmark: _GoBack]This study has been reviewed and received a favourable ethical opinion from the University of Surrey FHMS Ethics Committee [1353-PSY-17].
If you are happy for your child to participate in this study, please complete the attached consent form and return it to Jessica Saunders at js01546@surrey.ac.uk. For any further information or to answer any queries please contact: js01546@surrey.ac.uk or j.gentle@surrey.ac.uk 

Yours Faithfully,

Dr Judith Gentle
Supervisor
j.gentle@surrey.ac.uk

Ms Jessica Saunders
Lead Researcher
js01546@surrey.ac.uk
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Guardian Consent Form
Investigating ocular movements of children during a facial emotion perception exercise. [1353-PSY-17]
                                                                                                         Please initial each box
· I, the undersigned voluntarily agree to hereby give permission for my child to take part in the study investigating where children look when perceiving facial emotion expression.

· I have read and understood the Information Sheet provided. I have been given a full explanation by the investigators of the nature, purpose, location and likely duration of the study, and of what my child and I will be expected to do.  I have been advised about any disadvantages to my child’s well-being which may result. 

· I agree to comply with the requirements of the study as outlined to me to the best of my abilities. I shall inform the investigators immediately if I have any concerns.

· I understand that in accordance with the English law, insurance is in place which covers harm that could result from my child’s participation in this study.

· I agree for my child’s anonymised data to be used for this study and future research that will have received relevant legal, professional and ethical approvals. I agree that part of this data can be captured using an eye tracker.

· I have had a chance to ask the researcher any questions I had and am happy with the subsequent responses.

· I understand that all project data will be held for at least 6 years and all research data for at least 10 years in accordance with University policy. Any personal data regarding my child will be kept in strict confidence in accordance with the Data Protection Act (1998)

· I understand that all data collected during the study may be looked at for monitoring and auditing purposes by authorised individuals from the University of Surrey or from regulatory authorities, where it is relevant to my taking part in this research. I give permission for these individuals to have access to my records.

· I understand that my child is in no way required to take part in this study and can withdraw at any point until publication with any collected data being destroyed.

Researcher’s name (Block Capitals)
_____________________________
Signature
______________________________
Date
______________________________

Name of child (Block Capitals)
_____________________________
Name of guardian (Block Capitals)
______________________________
Signature
______________________________
Date
______________________________
Contact email + phone number:
______________________________

Name of child (Block Capitals)
_____________________________

Name of parent / guardian (Block Capitals)
______________________________

Signature
______________________________

Date
______________________________
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Information sheet for participants 
Understanding emotions from faces [1353-PSY-17]

We would like you to help us with an experiment.
This means you will be asked to answer a few questions based on what you see. This sheet tells you about the experiment so that you can decide whether you would like to take part. 

What will you do?
You will look at a screen and see pictures of some faces.
We will ask you to choose the word that best describes how they are feeling from a list.
We will ask you to choose how certain you are about the feeling you chose, from 1 (not confident) to 5 (very confident)
We will also ask you to do a few tasks where we’ll ask you to move about and play some games.
Finally, we will ask you a few questions, where you will be asked to complete some puzzles.

How long will it take?
It will take about 40 minutes

Do I have to take part?
No, you don’t have to take part. If you don’t want to take part anymore just tell Mum, Dad or the researcher at any time.
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Participant Assent Form
Understanding emotions from faces [1353-PSY-17]

Please put an X in each box

1.	I understand that I will take part in a test.


2. 	I know that I can stop anytime I want. 


3.	I am happy to take part in the study. 


Researcher’s name (Block Capitals)

______________________________

Signature

______________________________

Today’s Date

______________________________

My name (Block Capitals)

______________________________

My signature

______________________________

Today’s Date

______________________________

Jessica Saunders, Lead Researcher, js01546@surrey.ac.uk
Dr Judith Gentle, Supervisor, j.gentle@surrey.ac.uk 
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Introduction

1 am a postgraduate psychology student and | would like to invite your child to take part in
the research project | am developing as part of the dissertation process. Before you decide
you need to understand why the research is being done and what it willinvolve for your

child_ Please take the time to read the following information carefully and ask questions
about anything you do not understand. Talk to others about the study if you wish. My work is
being supervised by Dr Judith Gentle at the University of Surrey. If you have any questions,
her contact details are given below.

What s the purpose of the study?
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